
 

 

                     MSD of Shakamak 

             Letter from the Nurse’s Office 

November 5, 2018 

 

Parents/Guardians: 

 

The school year is moving right along and so is the colder weather!  Colder weather means hats 

and coats, and the possibility of head lice transmission.  I am writing this letter, not as 

confirmation of an outbreak, but to serve as a reminder for head lice prevention and treatment. 

It is of utmost importance to remind your child not to share belongings with other students.  Best 

practice is to set aside a day once weekly to check your child’s hair for lice, as whole classroom 

checks are no longer recommended.  Please note there have been no changes to school policy 

this year.  If a child is found to have lice, parents are notified and the child is sent home.  The 

child must be checked by the nurse the next school day before re-admittance will occur.  A child 

may attend school with nits, but there must be no live lice present.  It is crucial to continue 

combing your child’s hair to eliminate re-infestation.  My recommendation is to comb every 

other day for 3 weeks after the initial finding.  Around day 7-10, live lice may be found in your 

child’s hair and this is perfectly normal.  This is not a new case of head lice, but rather the 

hatching of nits left behind from the initial infestation.  These young lice are unable to lay eggs, 

so as long as they are removed timely, treatment will be successful. 

I get a lot of questions regarding what works best for treating head lice.  We are seeing what 

appears to be immunity to store bought treatments.  Mayonnaise, hair spray, tea tree oil, and 

other methods are proving ineffective.  Prescription lice treatments are working best!  Most 

physicians do not require a child to be seen in office, so a phone call might be enough to obtain a 

prescription.  If you are unable to obtain medication, or have any other questions, please notify 

me for assistance.                        

 

Regards,  

 

Valerie Husband, BSN, RN 

(812) 665-3550 x 2203 

vhusband@shakamak.k12.in.us                


